EMPIRE AND POLICY OF CHARLES.

more than ordinary result from this journey to the imperial CHAP. v.
city. Alcuin moreover, Alcuin of York, the prime minister
of Charles in matters religious and literary, appears from
one of his extant letters to have sent as a Christmas gift to
his royal pupil a carefully corrected and superbly adorned
copy of the Scriptures, with the words *ad splendorem im-
perialis potenu'oe/ This has commonly been taken for
conclusive evidence that the plan had been settled before-
hand, and such it would be were there not some reasons
for giving the letter an earlier date, and looking upon the
word *imperialis' as a mere magniloquent flourish?. More
weight is therefore to be laid upon the arguments supplied
by the nature of the case itself. The Pope, whatever his
confidence in the sympathy of the people, would never
have ventured on so momentous a step until previous
conferences had assured him of the feelings of the king,
nor could an act for which the assembly were evidently
prepared have been kept a secret. Nevertheless, the
declaration of Charles himself can neither be evaded nor
set down to mere dissimulation. It is more just to him,
and on the whole more reasonable, to suppose that Leo,
having satisfied himself of the wishes of the Roman clergy
and people as well as of the Frankish magnates, resolved
to seize an occasion and place so eminently favourable to
his long-cherished plan, while Charles, carried away by the
enthusiasm of the moment and seeing in the pontiff the
prophet and instrument of the divine will, accepted a dignity
which he might have wished to receive at some later time
or hi some other way. If, therefore, any positive con-
clusion be adopted, it would seem to be that Charles,
although he had probably given a more or less vague
s Lorentz, Lebtn Alcuins.   And cf. Dollinger, Das Kaiscrtbum Rarls
des Grosser* und seiner Nacbfolgfr.